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Still, one or two learned and experienced missionaries in
Tinnevelly, who have investigated the subject, have "been
compelled to state that they could not absolutely declare that
there is, as a matter of fact, no such thing as demoniacal
possession. And surely, if it is to he found in the present
day, which I think not impossible,* it might be expected to
prevail, if anywhere, amongst those who deliberately, know-
ingly, and systematically worship wicked spirits, and seek
this infernal inspiration.

One of the principal devil temples in Travancore is that
represented in the annexed engraving, situated at Agas-
tispuram, near Cape Comorin; which is also the head-
quarters of the Shanar tribe, where their IsTadan, or Chieftain,
resides, who was formerly allowed the privileges of having a
fort,' riding in a palankeen, and retaining 100 armed
attendants, which he is too reduced to support now. This is
a temple of Muttar Ammen, and is said to have been built
in ten days by the aid of demons! The image is of silver.
The rude scaffolding in front of the temple is covered with
cloth, flowers, banners, and other ornaments on festival
occasions.

Another of this class is the celebrated temple at Man-
dikadu, near Kolachal, where a great annual festival is held
in March in honour of the village Ammen. To this festival
a vast concourse of natives assembles from all parts of
Travancore and Tinnevelly. A kind of fair is held on the
occasion, at which commodities are brought for sale from
different parts of India. This is one cause of attraction
to the immense crowds who attend, but thousands assemble
there to fulfil the vows they have made in sickness. This
goddess is worshipped chiefly by Ilavars; but all castes,
except Pulayars, attend the festival, and have access to the
temple. Brahmans, however, cannot, consistently with their

* See a very suggestive article in Good Words for February, 1867.